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Hank had a calling to serve. He took
that calling and ran with it. His life’s
work has made a difference in the lives
of the people in Park County and in
every corner of our great State. His-
tory will look Kkindly upon the con-
tributions and achievements of Hank
Coe.

Hank passed away today, January 21,
2021. He leaves behind a remarkable
legacy, and he will be greatly missed
by a grateful State. To Hank’s entire
family, especially his children and
grandchildren: son H.R. and grandson
Henry, daughter Carey Coe Johnson
and husband Jeff and grandchildren
Madeline, Jagger, and Jrakke, and
daughter Bethany Coe Boydstun and
grandchildren, Jackson, Tyler and
Lily—our prayers and well wishes are
with you.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
celebrating the remarkable life of
Hank Coe. His dedication to service
will have a profound impact on our
state for generations. Thank you Hank.

Ms. LUMMIS. Madam President,
today I am pleased to recognize Sen-
ator Henry ‘“‘Hank’” Coe, who has re-
tired from the Wyoming State Senate
after 31 years of dedicated service and
over 40 years of public service to Wyo-
ming.

A Cody, WY native, Senator Coe has
shown his dedication and love for the
State of Wyoming and willingness to
serve its citizens. Hank was first elect-
ed to the Wyoming Senate in 1989 and
served with distinction for over three
decades. During his tenure in the Wyo-
ming Senate, Senator Coe served as
vice president of the senate from 1997
to 1998; senate majority floor leader
from 1999 to 2000; and as president of
the senate from 2001 to 2002.

Senator Coe was chairman of the
Travel, Recreation and Wildlife Com-
mittee from 1992 to 1998, where he
worked to grow the tourism industry
into one of Wyoming’s largest indus-
tries. He also served on the Education
Committee from 2003 to 2019, working
to ensure that Wyoming’s children had
the tools they need to succeed. These
are just a few of the many roles to
which Senator Coe brought his passion
and expertise, and represent a corner-
stone of Wyoming public policy. Prior
to joining the Wyoming Senate, Sen-
ator Coe served 8 years as a Park Coun-
ty commissioner, and in honor of his
service, the commissioners have de-
clared April 29 ‘“Hank Coe Day”’ in
Park County, WY.

Senator Coe’s service to our great
State goes beyond his work as an elect-
ed official. He was a respected member
of his community. He was a member of
the Volunteer Fire Department, a
trustee for the Buffalo Bill Center of
the West, a member of the Wyoming
Business Alliance, an advisor for the
Regional Airport board, and much
more.

I had the honor of serving with Sen-
ator Coe during my time in the Wyo-
ming Legislature. Our desks were right
across the aisle from one another on
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the Senate floor, and we enjoyed play-
ing subtle pranks on each other. I will
also cherish many evenings at the
home of his extraordinary mother, Peg
Coe, retiring to the den of her sprawl-
ing home for drinks and unforgettable
conversation. The Coes are a one of a
kind but quintessential Wyoming fam-
ily of the highest order.

Senator Coe passed away today, but I
have no doubt he will be an example for
generations to come of a dedicated
public servant, a model of humility,
and a true beacon for the values Wyo-
ming holds dear.

Thank you, Senator Coe for your
years of tireless service to Wyoming
and for your friendship. I send your
family my condolences. God bless.

———

TRIBUTE TO VICE ADMIRAL
FREDERICK J. “FRITZ” ROEGGE

Mr. WICKER. Madam President,
today I honor a superb leader and war-
rior. I have had the privilege of associ-
ating with VADM Fritz Roegge both
personally and professionally over
many years, and it has been my pleas-
ure to do so. After 40 years of uni-
formed service, Vice Admiral Roegge
will be retiring from the U.S. Navy. On
this occasion, I believe it is fitting to
recognize his distinguished service and
dedication to our Navy.

Vice Admiral Roegge is an honors
graduate of the University of Min-
nesota with a bachelor of science in
mechanical engineering and was com-
missioned through the Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps Program. He went
on to earn a master of science in engi-
neering management from the Catholic
University of America and a master of
arts with highest distinction in na-
tional security and strategic studies
from the Naval War College. He was a
fellow of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology Seminar XXI program
and of the Harvard Kennedy School
program for Senior Executives in Na-
tional and International Security.

His sea tours include USS Whale
(SSN 638), USS Florida (SSBN 728)
(Blue), USS Key West (SSN 722), and
most prominently, command of USS
Connecticut (SSN 22). His major com-
mand was as commodore of Submarine
Squadron 22, with additional duty as
commanding officer, Naval Support Ac-
tivity La Maddalena, Italy.

Ashore, he has served on the staffs of
both the Atlantic and Pacific Sub-
marine Force commanders, on the staff
of the Director of Naval Nuclear Pro-
pulsion, on the Navy staff in the As-
sessments Division (N81) and the Mili-
tary Personnel Plans and Policy Divi-
sion (N13), in the Secretary of the
Navy’s Office of Legislative Affairs at
the U.S. House of Representatives, as
the head of the Submarine and Nuclear
Power Distribution Division (PERS 42)
at the Navy Personnel Command, and
as an assistant deputy director on the
Joint Staff in both the Strategy and
Policy (J5) and the Regional Oper-
ations (J33) Directorates.
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Vice Admiral Roegge completed his
first flag officer assignment as the dep-
uty commander, Joint Functional
Component Command for Global Strike
at U.S. Strategic Command. He then
served concurrently as commander,
Submarine Group 8; commander, Sub-
marines, Allied Naval Forces South;
deputy commander, U.S. 6th Fleet; and
director of Operations and Intelligence
(N3), U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa.
As a rear admiral, he served on the
Navy staff as director, Military Per-
sonnel Plans and Policy Division (N13)
with a concurrent period as director,
Total Force Manpower Division (N12)
and then as commander, Submarine
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Vice Admiral Roegge now culminates
his career of service to the Navy and
the Nation as the 16th president of the
National Defense University (NDU).
NDU is the university of the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the pre-
mier Joint Professional Military Edu-
cation institution in the Department of
Defense. NDU’s mission to develop
joint warfighters and other national se-
curity leaders through rigorous aca-
demics, research, and engagement has
never been more important to our Na-
tion and its security.

I want to express my gratitude and
appreciation to Vice Admiral Roegge
for his outstanding leadership and un-
wavering support of the missions of the
U.S. Navy. I want to recognize his sup-
portive family, Mrs. Julie Roegge and
their two sons, Alex and Will. I wish
Vice Admiral Roegge and his family
“fair winds and following seas.”

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

SESQUICENTENNIAL OF HOUSTON
COUNTY

e Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, I consider it an honor and a privi-
lege to acknowledge for the official
record Houston County, TN, sesqui-
centennial anniversary.

Each State is its own melting pot of
history and culture, and Tennessee is
no exception. In Houston County, the
Irish roots of the pioneers who explored
the Cumberland River run deep, having
buried themselves in the rugged, foggy
hills and creek beds that so resembled
the founders’ homeland.

First settled in the 1780s, the Hous-
ton County area served as a new fron-
tier for early pioneers. What began as a
small working settlement flourished
into a community that bore witness at
the crossroads of the Civil War, em-
braced the possibilities of crisscrossing
railroads, and led the charge toward
progress that we now look back on as a
major industrial boom.

On January 21, 1871, the Tennessee
legislature officially established Hous-
ton County, named in honor of Texas
freedom fighter and the sixth Governor
of Tennessee, Sam Houston. Since
then, the people who call Houston
County home have turned their little
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piece of rural Tennessee into a beau-
tiful place to live, work, and raise a
family.

Congratulations are in order to the
members of the Houston County His-
torical Society and, most importantly,
to the citizens of Houston County. I
ask my colleagues to join with me in
wishing them another 150 years of
progress and prosperity.e

REMEMBERING HELEN EUGENIA
HAGAN

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, today I rise to recognize Ms.
Helen Eugenia Hagan, a remarkable pi-
anist and pioneer for BIPOC women in
music.

Her passion for performing began at a
young age, and Ms. Hagan became the
organist for the Dixwell Avenue Con-
gregational Church when she was
around 11 years old. Ms. Hagan’s tal-
ents earned her a spot at the Yale
School of Music. In 1912, she was the
first African-American woman to grad-
uate from Yale University.

At the request of General John J.
Pershing, Ms. Hagan traveled to
France during World War I as part of a
group led by preacher Henry H. Proc-
tor. Ms. Hagan was the only Black per-
forming artist sent to France during
the war. Continuing to break barriers,
she was also the first Black pianist to
perform a recital at a New York con-
cert venue. Ms. Hagan’s compositions
and concert work received outstanding
praise. The then-Dean of the Yale
School of Music credited Ms. Hagan
with ‘‘rare promise,” and critics com-
mended her creativity and originality.

Struggling to find work during the
Great Depression, she took graduate-
level courses at Columbia University’s
Teachers College while still giving per-
formances. In 1933, Ms. Hagan took a
teaching position at Bishop College in
Texas and gave private music lessons
in New York. She remained committed
to musical composition, performance,
and education until her passing in 1964.

On February 6, 2021, the New Haven
Symphony Orchestra will honor Ms.
Hagan with a History Award. Alongside
Yale University, the symphony has
been dedicated to sharing the life story
of this incredible woman, who per-
formed her ‘‘Piano Concerto in C
minor’” with them in 1916. This award
is a tribute to Ms. Hagan’s extraor-
dinary legacy, which will be enduring.

I applaud her many accomplishments
and hope my colleagues will join me in
remembering  Ms. Helen Eugenia
Hagan.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 4:17 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 335. An act to provide for an exception
to a limitation against appointment of per-
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sons as Secretary of Defense within seven

years of relief from active duty as a regular

commissioned officer of the Armed Forces.
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 5:58 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore
(Mr. HOYER) has signed the following
enrolled bill:

H.R. 335. An act to provide for an exception
to a limitation against appointment of per-
sons as Secretary of Defense within seven
years of relief from active duty as a regular
commissioned officer of the Armed Forces.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-19. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Leg-
islative Affairs, Department of State, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the status of Foreign Terrorist Organiza-
tions designation of Lashkar/ISIL (0SS-2021-
0015); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

EC-20. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Leg-
islative Affairs, Department of State, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the status of Foreign Terrorist Organiza-
tions designation of Harakat (0SS-2021-0010);
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-21. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Bureau of Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of State, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to the sta-
tus of Foreign Terrorist Organizations des-
ignation of Ansarallah (0SS-2021-0011); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. INHOFE, from the Committee on
Armed Services, without amendment:

S. 12. A bill to provide for an exception to
a limitation against appointment of persons
as Secretary of Defense within seven years of
relief from active duty as a regular commis-
sioned officer of the Armed Forces.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. INHOFE for the Committee on
Armed Services.

*Lloyd James Austin, of Georgia, to be
Secretary of Defense.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

————
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have
a request for one committee to meet
during today’s session of the Senate. It
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has the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, January 21, 2021,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a closed hearing.

————

NOMINATION OF ANTONY BLINKEN

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to urge the
swift confirmation for Tony Blinken to
be the Secretary of State.

Like we saw with Avril Haines yes-
terday and moving toward Lloyd Aus-
tin today, we need to hold a floor vote
on Mr. Blinken’s nomination urgently.

Mr. Blinken is well known to the
Senate, having previously been con-
firmed as Deputy Secretary of State,
having served as the Deputy National
Security Advisor and, of course, as the
staff director of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee before that.

He is superbly qualified to be the
Secretary of State, and his knowledge
and thoughtfulness were on display
during 5 hours of testimony earlier this
week. And since then, he has been
asked to respond to hundreds of ques-
tions. As a matter of fact, he has had
an inordinate number of questions that
have been put to him for the record. He
had nearly over half a hundred before
his hearing. He has had from a couple
of our colleagues nearly 600 questions,
including multiple parts to those ques-
tions. And to my knowledge, he has
largely answered them all, notwith-
standing the size, the magnitude of it.

Now, I have been, since I arrived in
this institution, one of the big advo-
cates of the prerogatives of each and
every individual Senator and of the in-
stitution. So I take a back step to no
one, but there is a difference between
prerogatives and prerogatives that are
abused, which, in essence, are for the
purpose of not seeking information but
for the purpose of delaying a nomina-
tion.

Now, I appreciate that Senator
RiscH, the present chairman of the
committee, has been working with me
to try to accelerate Mr. Blinken’s nom-
ination to the floor, but I would ask
my colleagues, particularly those on
the committee, to join him and I in an
effort to bring one of the important na-
tional security positions in our govern-
ment to the floor for a vote.

I don’t think we should be leaving
this weekend without a vote for the
Secretary of State.

He is the right person to repair and
restore our alliances, to rebuild and
renew the State Department, to rein-
vigorate the relationship between the
Department and Congress—something
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